
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Atrocities and Evil 

 

        We all know that there is a lot of evil in our world. And we humans are always 

doing evil things. And they are not just little evils. They are gigantic atrocities.  

     Look into the newspapers or watch the television sets. We can tune into wars right 

from our own living rooms. Men, women and children are imprisoned, tortured and 

starved to death. Entire races are murdered by other races. Lust for power, greed for 

wealth, prejudice to the ‘N’th degree reigns supreme. How come some humans can be 

so cruel to other humans? It is hard to understand. 

     We weren’t brought up that way. No, we were taught to love and forgive and to treat 

other people as we want to be treated ourselves. And we expect other people to think 

the same way. But they don’t!  

     Evil happens all the time. And it is not only by those who don’t believe in God. Even 

people who have religious backgrounds…people who are Catholic or Protestant 

commit these atrocities, too. Why do they do it? Well our good people tell us why. 

     Our battle is not against human forces. It is against the principalities and 

powers…the rulers of the world of darkness…the evil spirits in regions below. In other 

words, we are told that creatures from hell exist on our earth and they are behind a lot 

of these atrocities. They influence people. They actually enter into people in order to do 

this evil. What can we do about it? 

     Well, we must put on the armor of God. You must resist evil. You must hold your 

ground. Stand fast with the truth. You must push the gospel of love and peace. And you 

must put your hope in God and in prayer. 

     Sure, evil does exist in our world. It is trying to take over the lives of as many of us as 

possible. That is why we must stay close to God, making love and forgiveness our every 

day job. You must believe that God and goodness are stronger than all the evils of hell. 

So, we must do our best to help God spread goodness wherever we go. 

     We can do that job.  

 


